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Interview by Lola Goémez

Born in Madrid, she starts to design gardens before fin-
ishing her academic education at La Escuela Castillo de
Batres in Madrid where she completes the three train-
ing cycles in Landscaping, Town and Country Planning
and Environmental Impact Assessment. Her two great
passions, architecture and botany, remain etched in her
gardens.

Besides, she is a member of the Association of Entrepre-
neurs and Professionals for High-Quality Homes DOMS3,
a non-profit organisation formed by thirty business own-
ers involved in the top-range housing sector; the organ-
isation conducts its business activities principally in the
areas of Marbella, Benahavis and Estepona. As President
of the Association, Laura Pou organised the 2nd Interna-
tional Architecture Award DOM3 PRIZE in 2016 and now
she is renewing her position organising the third edition
of the Award.

The Association DOM3 promotes high quality. What are
the requirements to become a member of DOM3?

One has to be an excellent professional in any discipline re-
lated to the project and construction of top-range housing.
In order to join DOM3, a company must be proposed by an
associate and approved unanimously by all the members. At
present, the companies belonging to the Association are lo-
cated mainly in Marbella and in the surrounding area, and
representatives of all the sectors connected with the con-
struction of top-range housing are involved in the process:
builders, architects, carpenters, decorators, lawyers, land-
scape designers, etc.

Is a garden a fundamental space for contemporary archi-
tecture to connect its works with the surroundings again?
Contemporary housing requires a totally different garden,
purer in its forms, more refined in its lines; landscaping is
supposed to merge with architecture and the environment.

A garden is an extra room in the home. Owing to the climatic
characteristics of the area, a garden remains vivid throughout
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the year. Besides, it becomes a perfect scene for celebrations
and events in which a firm connection with nature is expected
to be established.

What weight do sustainable criteria have in the concep-
tion of a landscaping project?

A project’s sustainability is of great significance for many
reasons and especially for health reasons. When you work
in a sustainable way, everything that surrounds you makes
the quality of your life better. If you put plants, that are resis-
tant to diseases and pests, into the ground, you don't have
to use chemicals and this automatically affects your physical
well-being. We should equally bear in mind that these plants
don't need much watering and, in this case, we mustn't forget
that it is essential to install all necessary equipment that will
make watering as efficient as possible. Today customers are
becoming more and more conscious of the environment's
fragility and therefore the criteria of sustainability are gaining
more followers.

Which criteria do you use to select plants for each project?
| ask a lot of questions to my clients, spend a lot of time with
them in order to know their needs and tastes as best as pos-
sible. It is fundamental to know what purpose they need their
garden for or what their garden requires. Each type of gar-
den requires different materials and different plants. I like it
when most preference is given to Mediterranean vegetation
as it logically has the best adaptability, but finally, my clients
end up choosing tropical plants because they are much more
attractive.

What advice would you give to those who are thinking of
setting up a garden?

| strongly recommend they entrust their garden into the
hands of qualified professionals. One also must have a per-
fectly clear understanding of how the garden is going to be
used. With these criteria in mind, they can choose botani-
cal species and necessary materials suitable for the garden'’s
environment, and then it's up to the landscape designer to
decide how to arrange everything in a harmonious way.
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Nyapa Moy poannack B Magpuge n Havana saHMMaTbCs
CafloBbIM AM3aiiHOM elle A0 TOro, Kak nojayuyuna csoe
obpasoBaHMe B CNeyManM3MpoBaHHOM Yy4ye6HOM
ueHTpe «La Escuela Castillo de Batres» B cBoem
pogHoMm ropogie. B 3ToM yupexgeHnn oHa 3aKoH4wuna
TPY CNeumanu3vpoBaHHbIX Kypca Mo cieayowmm
AncumnanHam: naHgwadTHbIV An3aiiH, NnnaHpoBaHMe
ropoACKOM N CeNbCKOM MECTHOCTW, OLleHKa BO34eNCTBUSA
Ha okpy>katoLlylo cpegy. B ee cagax Bo Bcell nonHoTe
OTpaXKeHbl ee pABa CaMbIX [JIaBHbLIX YBJleyeHus:
apxuTekTypa 1 6oTaHuKa.

Momumo 3Toro, oHa fABNASETCA 4aeHoM Accoumaumm
DOM3 («lMpeanpvHuMmaTenn 3a BblICOKOKayecTBeHHOe
XXUNbe»), HEKOMMepuYecKoii opraHmsauun, B COCTaB
KOTOPOiA BXOAAT TpuauaTb CO6CTBEHHUKOB MaJsioro
6u3Heca, paboTalWMX B CEKTOpe HeABVKUMOCTU
K/lacca «JIHKC», AEeMACTBYIOLEN, raBHbIM 06pa3oMm, B
Map6enbe, beHaaBunce, DCTeNOHEe U Ha NpwWeratoLLmnX
Tepputopusax. B 2016 r. Jlaypa [oy, 6yayun
npesugeHtom Accoumaumun, 6blla OpraHM3aTopoMm
BTOPOro MeXAyHapoAHOro apxXxuTeKTypHOro KOHKypca
«DOM3 PRIZE», a celivac Bce ee yCUInS CoCpesoToUEHbI
Ha nMoAroToBKE OYepefHOro, TPETbero ro CYeTy,
COpeBHOBAaTE/IbHOIO MEPOMNPUATUA.

Accoumaumsa DOM3 noowpser M nponaraHavpyet
BbICOKOe KauecTBo. Kakue TpeboBaHMA NpeabABAsOTCA
K KaHAMAATaM Ha BCTyrJieHue B ee pagbl?
BcexenaroLLe BCTYNNTb B HalLy OPraHm3aLmio JO/KHbBI ObIThb
HacToAWMMK NpodeccnoHanaMm B IFOOOM  ANCLMMINHE,
MMEIOLLe  OTHOLUEeHWe K MPOeKTy ©  CTPOUTENbCTBY
XNNbs Knacca «toke». Kpome Toro, nrobas KomMaHug,
npeTeHaytoLLan Ha Y1eHCTBO B ACCOLMaLMM, AOMXHA ObiTb
BbIABVHYTA OAHWM W3 COBNajenbLeB OpraHvsaumuy, 1 ee
KaHAMAATYpa AOMXHa OblTb  OA0OOpeHa  eAMHOrIacHbIM
peLleHremM BCex ee YneHoB. B HacTosLLEee BpeMsd KOMMaHu,
BXOZdALLME B ACCOLMALMIO, TNaBHBIM 06Pa30M PaCMONOXeHb!
B Mapbenbe 1 Ha NpunerarLLen Tepputopuy, 1 B MpoLiecc
BOBNeYeHbl MpeAcTaBuTeNV BCeX CeKTOpOB, TakK Wan
MHaye CBA3aHHbIX CO CTPOUTENBCTBOM  HEeABWXMMOCTA
BbICLLE KaTeropumu: CTPOUTENIV, apXUTEKTOPbI, MAOTHUKN,
ohopMUTEN, FOPUCTBI, NaHALAdTHbIE AM3aHePLI 1 T.A.

AiBNAeTCS N1 COBpPEMEHHbIN Caj TeM BaXKHbIM MeCTOM,
rae CoBpeMeHHasi apXuTeKTypa MOXeT CHOBa TeCHO
C/INTBCA C OKPYXKAKOLLMM NMPOCTPAHCTBOM?

Ha cerofHAWHNI AeHb CUTyaLWs TakoBa, YTO HOBOMY ZIOMY
HYXEeH He MpOoCTO Caf, a OCobbIN Caf: C HesynpeyuHbIMY
dopmMaMy 1 U3bICKAHHOCTBLIO OYepTaHWiA; NaHALWADTHBIN
AV3aliH B HEM [JO/IXEH BbITb B FAPMOHNN C apXUTEKTYPOIA U
OKpYXatoLLLent 0O6CTaHOBKOW.

Cap - 3T0 OTAenbHas KoMmHata B Jome. bnarosaps
KAVMaTUYeCKAM  XapakTepuCTVKaMn  MeCTHOCTW,  caj
OCTaeTCA XVBbIM Ha MPOTHXEHMM BCero roga. Kpome Toro,
OH CTaHOBWTCS MPEBOCXOAHLIM MECTOM 19 MPOoBeAeHVs
TOPXECTB W VHbIX MepOnpuATUN, AN KOTOPbIX KpariHe
BaXHa ¥ XapakTepHa TecHas CBA3b C MPUPOAOHA.
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Kakyto ponb KpuTepuun 3Konornveckoin 6e3onacHoCcTum
M pauMOHaNIbHOCTM UrparoT B 3apOXAEeHUU MpoeKkTa
nanawadTHOro gmsariHa?

X 3Ha4YMOCTb OFpOMHa B CWUAY LIENOro paaa MpUYmH,
M OCOBEHHO B MaaHe 3ab0Tbl O HalleM CObCTBEeHHOM
3p0poBbe. Korga Bbl paboTaeTe, cnefya  NpuUHLMNEM
3KOMIOTNYECKOM W pauUMOHanbHOM  yCTONYMBOCTH,  BCE,
UTO BaC OKpPYyXaeT, yaydllaeT KayeCTBO BalUel XM3HU.
Ecnv Bbl CaxaeTe pacTeHus, YCTONYMBble K 6HONE3HSM
W BpeanTensM, y BaC HeT HeobxoAnMMOoCTU MpUMeHATb
XVMWKaTbI, 1 3TO aBTOMAaTUYeCK OKa3bIBaeT CBOE BAUAHME
Ha Balle ¢ur3mueckoe COCTosHMe. Mbl B PaBHOW CTeneHn
AO/MKHbBl YUMTbIBaTh TOT GakT, YTO TakM PACTeHUAM yxe
He HyXeH ObWNbHbLIV MOAWB, W, B AaHHOM C/1yyae, Mbl He
AO/MKHbBl 3a0bIBaTb O TOM, YTO KpalHe BaxHO YCTaHOBUTb
B Cally BCe HeobxoavmMoe 0bopyaoBaHue, 6Hnarogaps
KOTOPOMY MOMMB OyAeT OCYLEeCTBAATECA  MaKCMMalbHO
3bdPexTBHbIM 00pa3oM. CeroaHa KNMeHTbl BCe CUbHee
N CUbHEe OCO3HAKT, HACKONBbKO YA3BMMA OKpyXarollas
cpeaa, 1 MO3TOMY KpUTEPUM SKON0rnYeckon 6e30nacHoCTY
W PaUMOHANBLHOCT HaxoaaT Bce bOonblle 1 6onblue
NpUBEPXEHLIEB.

Kaknmu kpuTepmsaMun Bbl pyKOBOACTBYeTECH B NpoLiecce
oT6opa pacTeHWU AN KOHKPETHOro NpoekTa?

§133/1a+0 MHOXECTBO BOMPOCOB CBOVIM K/IMEHTaM, MPOBOXY C
HVMW 60/bLLIOE KOMYECTBO BPEMEHM, CTapasiCh BbIACHUTb
BCE VX MOTPEBHOCTY, Kak MOXHO 6onee AeTanbHo y3HaTb KX
BKyCbl 1 MpeaAnoyTervs. s MeHst NpUHUMNNANBHO BaXHO
NOHSATb, Kakoe MpeAHasHaueHne NMeeT nx ByayLmiA cag 1
YTO MMEHHO TpebyeTcs AN ero Co3AaHns 1 NpoLBeTaHNs.
Kaxablii CTnb caga TpebyeT pasHble MaTepyiansl 1 pa3Hble
pacTeHvs. MHe HPaBWUTCS, KOrAa NpeArnoyTeHvie OTAAEeTCs
VIMEHHO CPeAN3EMHOMOPCKOM PaCcTUTENBbHOCTY, MOCKONBKY
OHa XapakTepw3yeTcs Hauny4LLen MprcrnocabnnBaemMocTbo,
YTO BecbMa fOMMYHO. TeM He MeHee, MOW KIVeHThI
OCTaHaBNMBAOT CBOW BbIOGOP Ha TPOMUYECKUX PACTEHUSAX,
Tak Kak nocnedHve ropasfo 6onee npuBnekaTenbHbl
BHeLLHe.

Uto 6bI Bbl MocoBeTOBaAW TeM, KTO AyMaeT Hapj
CO34aHVEeM CBOEro caaa?

1 HacToATeNbHO PEeKOMEHAYHD BCEM J0BEpUTb MpoLecc
co3jaHvs  CBoero  bGyayulero  caga  HacTosLIMM
npodeccroHanam. Takxe HeobxoAMMO YeTKO NPeaCTaBNAThL
cebe, Kak MMEHHO Caj ByaeT MCMOAb30BaTbCA B OyayLleMm.
YUnThIBasA BCE 3TO, MOXHO MPUCTYMUTb K BEIOOPY XeaeMbIX
BWAOB PACTeHN 1 NOAXOAAIMX MAaTePUANoB A1 CaloBOro
ydyacTka. A MOTOM yxe BCe 3aBWUCUT OT naHAwadTHOro
AV3aiHepa, Bellb MEHHO OH AO/XeH OyaeT pellnTb, Kak
0bYCTPOUTL  MPOCTPaHCTBO — Hauvbonee  rapMOHUYHbBIM
obpasom.
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